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castle was built by the illustrious Saladin, the only Kurd
whom history is able to mention with esteem. The place
may perhaps have been part of his family property, but
as he was born in Egypt, he can hardly have dwelt in it
himself. Certainly there was a stronghold here long before
the days of either Saladin or Mohammed, for the masonry
of the lower courses of one of the great towers cries aloud
that it is Urartian. It was built, that is, by the men of
that ancient kingdom whose capital was at Dhuspas,
(which is Van), in the days when Tiglath-Pileser ruled at
Nineveh ; and which disputed the sovereignty of Asia with
the might of Assur itself. That subject, however, belongs to
another chapter.
In the neighbourhood of Khoshab there is one monument
that was probably venerable even when the Urartian
foundations of that grand castle were laid; and that is one
of the finest " ziarets " that we have seen in Kurdistan.
A great isolated hill, Boshet Dagh by name, stands up in
the vicinity ; rising to 11,000 feet, and commanding one of
the grandest views in the country, from Ararat in the north
to Shamsdin in the south. It is yet so easy of ascent that
a horse can easily be ridden the whole way up ; and it forms
an ideal " High Place/' like those of the Old Testament.
Here, the men of old time (and how old one is afraid to
say) constructed a Temple of the orthodox Semitic pattern,
such as once stood at Jerusalem, and still remains at Baalbek.
It comprises a court for worshippers, where sacrifice can
be offered;   an- outer sanctuary;  and an inner shrine.
E        All is rudely built of course, but all the essential features
are there; even to the detail of " ceremonial pillars/' like
the " Jachin and Boaz " of Solomon's temple, which are
*      here represented by a round score of rough dwarf columns.
"V      What these stood for in the mind of their builders it is hard
*       to say.   They are a witness, perhaps, of a covenant between
man and God, like those which Jacob set up at Bethel.   In
any case, there they stand; a token of how thoroughly the
most primitive form of Semitic religion is. a living reality
to-day.   No fossiliferous strata preserve the forms of past
ages more thoroughly than does the corporate mind of the